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Where to find footprints:
• In muddy areas at the edge of a pond or stream, in the woods or park
• In snow
• On mudflats or on the beach

One of the best places to find animals is where two habitats meet. Examples of these are places
where a woodland meets a river, or an urban streetscape meets a park.

If you don't find animal footprints, you will be making your own, so record those instead!

You will need to take:
• Clipboard, pen, and recording sheet per child
• Several copies of animal footprint ID sheet
• Tape measures
• Digital cameras
• Bags with measures of plaster of paris
• Spare bags to carry the plaster casts in
• Tubs to mix the plaster in
• Bottle of water with measure down the side or measuring jug
• Scissors

Measure out into bags 50g of plaster of paris. You may want to take about 10-15 of these,
depending on how you want to split the class.

Divide the class into pairs or groups of three to hunt for footprints. When you get to your location,
ask chn what kind of ground is best for detecting footprints. Ask them to predict where that
ground is going to be. Ask chn what animals they think might leave footprints in this area. Ask
them to decide on how to approach that area, making sure they don't step on top of any animal
footprints.

Ask them to look for other signs of animals, e.g. animal poo, flattened areas of grass, badger runs,
molehills.

If they find some footprints, ask chn to record them in the same way they did in session 1, e.g. with
photographs. For making drawings and written descriptions, use the last page of this resource.
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Identifying animal footprints
If you see a footprint like this, you might wonder whether it's a duck or another wading bird, like a
heron. Using the ID sheet it says heron feet are at least 13cm long. By measuring, it's only 8cm long
and so it's a duck.

Casting animal footprints
Mix the plaster of paris and water in a tub and carefully pour it into the footprint. Make a mould
round the print if necessary with a piece of card.

Leave it for half an hour to set and then carefully prise it off and bag it, with a label of what animal
you think it is.
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