Measures and Data Unit 1

Common Misconceptions  

[bookmark: _Hlk510081287]Mathematical Language
Key words and phrases
· Hours and minutes, past, to, quarter, half
· Analogue, digital
· Frog, time line

Resist the temptation to …
· Write times with a decimal point, e.g. 2.30 rather than using a colon to separate hours and minutes, i.e. 2:30. This encourages children to think of time as decimal (see first misconception). 

Common Misconceptions 
· Thinking that there are 100 minutes in an hour! So children think that 2:50 is half past 2, and that there are another 50 minutes to go before 3 o’clock. 
· Having difficulty finding a time later which entails crossing the hour, e.g. 40 minutes later than 6:30. Some children may just add 40 to 30 to give 6:70 not realising that this needs to be written as 7:10. 
· Some children who attain well in other areas of maths can find telling the time difficult. Some may be more familiar with digital rather than analogue clocks. 

Key questions 
· It’s 2:45. How long before it’s 3 o’clock?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A 30-minute program starts at 6:40. Will it finish before or after 7 o’clock? How do you know?
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