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The hare was running along the edge of a 
lake when he met a tortoise. 



The tortoise was just plodding 
along in his normal way. 

The hare started to make fun of the tortoise. 
“Just look at you, Tortoise,” the hare grinned. 

“Then look at me!  Imagine,” he boasted, “I can run three 
times round the lake before you have done four steps!”



The tortoise gave the hare a long hard look. 
“Yes,” he replied slowly, “you do have very long, strong 

legs.” Then he extended his neck and put his face close to 
the hare. “Why don’t we have a race?” he asked. 

“A race? You race ME?” The hare was 
laughing so much he was almost crying.
“Sure. If you want. Let’s have a race!” 



So the two animals agreed that they would race 
three times around the lake. They asked the 
squirrels to set up a ‘Start and Finish’ line.  

The two animals lined up and the race began. 



Immediately the hare took off.  He ran so fast 
that he soon disappeared from sight. The tortoise 

plodded on in his slow, methodical way. 

After a while the tortoise, who had been walking 
steadily on, heard the hare coming up behind him.  

He had already run once around the lake! 



The hare ran on, but he stopped hurrying. “I have plenty 
of time,” he thought. And so, rather than run fast, he 
skipped and jumped and looked around as he went. 

The tortoise kept plodding until he too 
had been once around the lake.  



As the hare skipped past the tortoise a second 
time, he could not resist stopping to tease him. 

“Come on Tortoise,” he jeered, “move a 
little faster, why don’t you?” 



The tortoise just smiled and tucked his head in 
and kept moving, one foot after the other. 

The hare passed the start line and started 
on his final tour of the lake.  



He ran along the far side of the lake.  
He saw a couple of friends in the meadow.  

“I have plenty of time,” thought the hare. 
“I will go and play for a bit.” 



The tortoise passed the meadow and 
saw the hares playing.   

The hare saw that the tortoise had not yet 
completed his second tour of the lake.  



“Oh good,” he said to himself, “I have 
time for a little rest.”  

The tortoise did not stop. He passed the start line and 
kept on walking round the lake for the third time.  



When the hare woke up, he 
could not see the tortoise.  

“I’d better hurry,” he thought.  
He set off, running as fast as he could.  



As the hare came round the lake towards the 
finish line, he saw the tortoise up ahead.   
The hare sprinted as fast as he could!

But the tortoise plodded easily across the line 
before the hare could get there. He stretched out 

his neck and smiled, a long slow happy smile.  
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PGCs PGCs

/c/ as c, /t/ as t, /a/ as a /cw/ as qu/, /cs/ as x, /y/ as y

/d/ as d, /g/ as g, /o/ as o /oa/ as ow, o, oa, oe,  o-e 

/m/ as m, /n/ as n /ooh/ as oo, ew, o

/i/ as i, /s/ as s and ss /z/ as z, zz and s, /g/ as gu and 
gh

/u/ as u, /r/ as r /er/ as er,  ur, ir, ear, or

/h/ as h, /l/ as l and ll /s/ as c, se and ce

/e/ as e, /b/ as b /j/ as g, ge and dge

/f/ as f and ff, /sh/ as sh /l/ as le + tt, gg, bb

/p/ as p, /c/ as k and ck /ue/ as ew, u-e and u

/ee/ as y, /p/ as pp (+ mm, dd, 
rr, nn)

/ch/ as tch, /oy/ as oi, oy

/ee/ as ee, ea, e /ooh/ as ue , u-e,  ui 
/c/ as ch, (/ooh/ as ou)

/w/ as w and wh*, /ch/ as ch /air/ as ear, air, are, (ere, eir)

/th/ as th, /ng/ as ng /u/ as o, ou, (o-e)
/f/ as ph and gh

/tthh/ as th, /v/ as v, ve /e/ as ea, (a),  /o/ as a

/oo/ as oo, u and oul /ay/ as a, eigh, ea, ey

/j/ as j, /ar/ as ar and a* /ee/ as ie, ey; /or/ as ar

/ou/ as ou, ow and ough /or/ as oor, oar and au

/or/ as or, ore, aw and a /or/ as ough, our, augh

/ay/ as ay, a-e, ai /or/ as al;  /t/ as ed          

/ie/ as y, ie, i-e, i and igh /d/ as ed;  /ng/ as n

/sh/ as ti, si, ci, ch
/zh/ as si, as and  s


