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Session 3 Teachers’ Notes 

Offsite Rock Survey 

Before the session you will need to have made preparations to take the children offsite 

according to your school’s offsite policy and completed a risk assessment if necessary.  

 

Research Ahead 

Think about your local area and where you could best go to discover old buildings that 

might give clues to the bedrock that underlies your location. An old church may well be 

a good starting point especially if it has a walled churchyard. This could allow for safe, 

free exploration within the enclosed area that may well include gravestones, wall, steps, 

tiles, paving slabs etc. as well as the building itself. Walk the route you will take ahead 

of the session, not just to inform your risk assessment but also to know where you may 

safely stop and take film or photos and write on the task sheets and see different rock 

examples. Look for evidence of erosion too that the children can “discover” along the 

way.  

Resources 

If you do not have enough cameras for one between two, think how to organise the 

distribution so that all groups have access to them at some point. Perhaps your 

additional adults could supervise this. Children waiting to use a camera will have plenty 

of notes to make on their sheet. 



Last One Standing!

Choose an answer to each question and  
stand either to the left or the right of 
the line, depending on your choice.

If you are correct, stay standing ready to answer the next question. If 
you are wrong, sit down – you are out for now!  



There are 11 questions. Some are easy and some are hard. If you are 
not sure, give it your best guess! If everyone is out, the whole class 
stands up and everyone is back in again! All those still standing at 
the end, win the game!



1. Deep within the earth there is molten (melted) rock called

Magma Pumice



2. When magma comes to the surface or near the surface, it 
cools down to form rock. This type of rock is called

Igneous rock Sedimentary rock



3. Igneous rocks can have lots of crystals in them which makes 
them

soft and crumbly hard and strong



4. A different type of rock is formed when mud and the 
bodies of dead creatures

build up in heaps
sink to the bottom of 
the sea in layers



5. The layers gradually turn to stone after

A couple of centuries Millions of years



6. This type of rock is called

layered rocksedimentary rock



7. An example of sedimentary rock is

sandstone slate



8. Sedimentary rocks are often 

hard and strong soft and crumbly



9. Sometimes Igneous and sedimentary rocks can be changed 
to make a new kind of rock called

Metamorphic rock Megaheated rock



9. Metamorphic rocks are formed when there is a lot of

ice and snow heat and pressure



10. Some rocks allow water to soak into them. These rocks are 
said to be

permeable impermeable



11. If a rock fizzes when acid is dripped onto it, it was 
probably formed from 

different crystals 
the shells of 
creatures that lived 
long ago



End of Game!

Congratulations to all of you 
who are still standing!



Message from Jeremy Crag
Head of Children’s Programming at Highcliff

Television  Studios



First of all, I want to say a huge “thank you” to you all 
for agreeing to help us make some pilot programmes 

for children all about Rocks and Fossils. 

I expect you already know the series will be called

This Planet Rocks!



The work you have already done will become part of the first 
programme:

• An introduction to rocks
• Recognising and naming some common rocks
• Understanding the 3 different ways that rocks are formed
• Looking for clues on how rocks were formed by looking closely 

at them and doing some rock tests



In the second programme, we want to encourage children to get out and 
about in their local environment looking at how rocks are used. 

So we need you to go out and find 
rocks being used in your local area. 
We want you to take photographs 
and film them for our pilot 
programme

Let me explain



There are many different types of rock across Britain. Any rock 
that lies below the soil is called the bedrock. You will be trying 
to discover what the bedrock is in your local area. 

There will be clues to what this 
rock might be. Try to look at old 
buildings, e.g. churches and old 
houses. It is very likely that these 
are built from the local rock in 
your area.



Look for old buildings made of rock, 
take photos or film of the building and 
close-ups of the rock.

If you are taking film, talk to camera explaining that you are trying to find 
the bedrock by looking at old buildings in your area. 



Can you think why it is old buildings that usually show the bedrock in 
an area?

Because these buildings were built before there were trains and lorries 
that could move heavy stone around the country, so builders used the 
rock they could find locally – the bedrock.

These are the sort of buildings and structures to look out for 



Also please try to look for 
evidence of rocks that are 
wearing away. This is called 
erosion and it is usually 
caused by wind and rain or 
by people’s feet.

If you find some, take photos or film. Talk to camera to 
explain about erosion or make some notes so you can talk 
about your photos later.



Please could you also look at houses and homes in your area. 

Are they made of man-made rocks like brick or 
concrete or are they made of natural stone?

Try to take some close up film or photos of the 
building materials.



Also look around to see where different rocks may have been 
selected for different jobs. Take photos and make notes about 
what you see. 

Think about why some 
rocks are particularly 
well suited to one job. 
Jot down your ideas.



Thank you so much for agreeing to do 
this! 

Good Luck!



 Names ………………………………….………………………………… 

Notes on Rocks in the Local Area   

1. What is the local 
rock (bedrock) in 
your area? 
 
 

If you can, take film and photos of 
any old buildings or structures 
you find. 
 
 
 
 
 
You could talk to camera, 
explaining what is meant by the 
word bedrock. Show the buildings 
made from your local stone and 
encourage the viewers to get out 
in their own local area and 
discover their own bedrock.  

To help you answer this question look for old rocks used in buildings, 
bridges, walls etc. Old buildings are more likely to be made of the 
bedrock in your area.  

Building/structure 
e.g. church 

Description of the rock (and the 
type of rock if you know it) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Are there any signs 
of rocks that are 
wearing away? This 
is called erosion.  

This will possibly be because of 
wind, rain and frost or because of 
the rubbing by feet over many 
years. Take some photos. 

 

 
 
 

You could talk to camera, 
explaining what erosion is and 
what has caused it. Show some 
examples and encourage the 
viewers to get out and find 
evidence of it in their local area. 

What job is the eroded rock 
doing (e.g. a statue) 

Describe what it looks like. What 
might have caused the erosion? 
What type of rock do you think it 
is? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

3. If you have time, try 
to find some 
manmade rocks and 
make notes on the job 
they are doing 

Name of manmade rock Job it is doing 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 



 Names ………………………………………………………………… 

Notes on Different Rocks Used in the Local Area 

What different 
types of rock are 
used in the area and 
what jobs do they 
do? 

 
Look at lots of different ways 
rocks are used e.g. kerb stones, 
steps, walls, roof tiles, 
monuments, statues, bridges etc. 
Some will be natural and some 
manmade.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
You could talk to camera, 
explaining that different rocks are 
often chosen to do different jobs. 
Some are natural rocks and some 
manmade. Show some good 
examples and encourage the 
viewers to get out in their own 
local area and find how different 
rocks are used. 
 
 
 

Job e.g. steps  
 

Describe the rock being used 
and name it if you can. Do you 
think it might be the bedrock in 

your area? 
Say if it is natural or manmade. 

 
Why do you think this type of rock 

was used for this job? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


