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Session 2 Teachers’ Notes 

Looking at Plants 

During this session, children will be encouraged to spend a few minutes in small groups 
looking for the similarities and differences between plants so you will need to provide them 
with a good variety of plants to explore. The easiest way to do this is to go outside if you are 
lucky enough to have access to trees, shrubs, grass, moss, vegetables etc. If you do not have 
a suitable outdoor space, bring some plants into the classroom and use these in conjunction 
with the plant photos from the 28 Living Things. Try to bring in some samples with 
large/small leaves, needles, ferns, moss and something in flower. 

Discussion on similarities and differences 

Hopefully the children will spot plenty of differences such as size, shape and texture of the 
leaves, fronds or needles and different shades of green, as well as different arrangements of 
stems, leaves, branches etc. Thinking about similarities between plants may be harder and 
will involve children thinking about what they know, e.g. all plants make their own food, 
they use energy from the sun, they need water and they are almost all green. 

Making Pop-up trees and bushes 

Encouraging creativity 

Try to build in creativity by encouraging children to design their own tree. They could use 
the tree sheet provided and add blossom or fruit to individualise it or if you have time, you 
could encourage the children to design their own tree. The easiest way to do this is to give 
the children a piece of card that is the maximum height and width for the tree (see template 
sheet) and give them a cardboard template to draw round for the trunk and tabs. It will not 
matter if the tree is slightly asymmetrical. 

Preparation 

Each child will need a folded sheet of A4 card marked with a double V. Green card will look 
good. 

Make two dots on the fold line: one 5cm from the top 
and the other 7.5cm from the top. Then use a ruler to 
draw lines from each dot to the top corners of the sheet. 

This will give guidelines for attaching the pop-up tree and 
bushes. 

If you have plenty of time, you could guide the children through these steps. Alternatively, if 
time is limited you may decide to draw up the V lines for the children ahead of the session. 

Attaching the Pop-ups 

As children finish designing and colouring their trees and bushes, help them to attach their 
pop-ups by guiding them through the following simple (but slightly fiddly) stages. 



 

 

Make sure the tree is cut out and has a vertical fold line down the 
centre. Crease the two white tabs by folding them away from you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Apply glue to the two tabs. 
 

  

 

The tabs then need to be stuck 
down with the crease just above the 
top V line. An easy way to do this is 
to fold the tree in half and lay it 
down on the page so that the crease 
of the tab lies along the top V line. 

 
The folded tip of the tree trunk should meet the fold of the page precisely where the dot 
was made. Then close the green page and press down above the place where the glued 
tabs are. Keep pressing for a minute or two so the glue has a chance to dry. When you 
open the card again, the tree should pop-up beautifully! 

 

 
Attach the pop-up 
bushes in exactly 
the same way but 
this time using the 
lower V line as a 
guide. 

 

  



 

28 Living Things 
   

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

   

 



Names: 

We can look for similarities and differences in plants 

Ways that plants are similar to each 
other 

Ways that plants are different from 
each other 



Pop up bushes

Pop up tree



 Name: 

I can research plants using secondary sources 

The Amazing World of Plants 

Your task is to find out some fascinating facts for your 
pop-up page on plants. 

First, write your title in bold letters neatly below your V 
line (it doesn’t matter if you haven’t made your tree yet). 
You can use the title in bold above, or make up one of your 
own. 

Now use books or the 
internet to find some 
interesting facts about the 
plant kingdom.  Here are 
some useful websites. 

Try to write each fact in your own words, neatly in one of the boxes below. A couple 
have been done for you. 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/plants/ 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/plants.html  

http://easyscienceforkids.com/the-power-of-plants/  

https://www.funfactsabout.net/plant-facts/

There are 4 groups in the 
plant kingdom, they are 
made up of mosses, ferns, 
conifers and flowering 
plants

Plants make their own 
food using energy from the 
sun, water and a gas 
called carbon dioxide. 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/animals-and-nature/plants/
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/plants.html
http://easyscienceforkids.com/the-power-of-plants/
https://www.funfactsabout.net/plant-facts/





