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Revision; Securing Addition and Subtraction Unit 1 
 

Short Mental Workouts 
 
These starters are an integral part of the optional Y2 revision materials, allowing for 
rehearsal of some key mental skills. They provide good basic practice for Y3 too. 
You will need to pace and adapt this teaching to suit the needs of your class. 
 
 
Day 1  
Add three 1-digit numbers 
In pairs, children shuffle a pack of 1–9 cards, turn over 3 cards and find the total. They 
record the number sentence. How many can they write in 5 minutes? 
Write □ + □ + □ = 16 on the board. With a set time limit, ask children for different 
possibilities with single digits for each of the 3 numbers. 
 
 
Day 2 
Compare 2-digit numbers using > and <  
Give each pair of children a 0 - 100 landmarked line (see below). They shuffle a set of 1–9 
cards, place the pack facedown and take two cards. Children use the digits in either 
order to create a pair of 2-digit numbers and mark each on a landmarked line. 
Underneath the line, they use the symbols > or < to compare the numbers, e.g. 72 > 27. 
 
 
Day 3 
Pairs to 20p 
Place children in pairs. Each child writes a different addition with a total of 20p, e.g. 10p 
+ 10p and 16p + 4p. Take a few pairs of examples and write the corresponding 
equivalences, e.g. 10p + 10p = 16p + 4p. Remind children that we need the same amount 
on either side of the equals sign, but we can make that amount in different ways. Test 
the equation balances by placing number shapes (e.g. Numicon) or sticks of cubes in 
buckets on either side of a balance, e.g. 10 and 10 in one side and 16 and 4 in the other. 
Challenge children to write their own ‘balancing sum’. 
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