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Behind the wall 
Activity 1 

Focus of activity: Describing 3D shapes. 

Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Show children a cube, cuboid, sphere, cone and cylinder. Describe each, saying its name but also

point to corners, flat/curved faces, and ask what shape the flat faces are.
• Give one shape to each child; place an identical set of 3D shapes behind a ‘wall’ (cardboard box

on its side). Choose one of the shapes and describe it (not using colour). Children listen and
decide if they have the same shape or not. The child who thinks they have the same shape holds
it up. You reveal the shape you were describing. Were they right?

• Repeat for each shape given to a child.
• Take children on a shape hunt around the school. They take their shapes with them. Can children

see any shapes like these around the school?

Up for a challenge?  
Challenge children to count the number of faces on different-shaped packaging, drawing a smiley 
face on each!  

Now it’s the children’s turn: 
• Give each pair two sets of identical shapes and a cardboard box to use as a wall. They take it

in turns to choose a shape from behind the wall to describe to their partner. Their partner
holds up the shape they think is being described. The describer takes the shape they were
describing from behind the wall. Do the two shapes match? If so, they win a point. Swap roles
and repeat for each shape.

• Go round the group and observe children as they describe the shapes. Children are likely to
use vocabulary such as ‘pointy’, ‘round’, ‘skinny’ and ‘fat’. Do not discourage this kind of
vocabulary, but also prompt them if necessary to say if the faces are flat or curved, and what
shape they are.

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:
If children cope well, ask them to say how many faces a shape has when describing it.

Things to remember 
Say that today children have been using lots of helpful words to describe shapes. Ask them which 
words were helpful when playing the Behind the wall game.   
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 

Resources 
• Sets of identical pairs of cubes,

cuboids, sphere, cones and
cylinders

• Cardboard boxes to use as walls

Outcomes 
1. Children can describe 3D shapes.
2. Children begin to count the number of faces on 3D

shapes.
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Work in pairs

Things you will need:
• Two sets of 3D shapes
• A wall

What to do:

• Hide one set of shapes behind the wall.

• Give the other set of shapes to your partner.

• Choose a shape to describe to your partner.

• They hold up the shape they think you are describing.
Are they right? If so, you both win a point.

• Swap roles and repeat.

Behind the wall 
Activity 1

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:

Learning outcomes:

Say how many faces the shape has.

• I can describe 3D shapes.
• I am beginning to count the faces on 3D shapes.
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