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Smelly socks! 
Activity 1 

Focus of activity: Counting in 2s – ‘clever counting’ and early multiplication. 

Working together: conceptual understanding 

 Lay out a set of 1-20 cards, odd numbers on yellow card and even numbers on blue card.

 Count along the cards from 1 to 20.

 Now use whisper counting: whisper one, say two, whisper three, say four, whisper five, say six,

and so on to twenty. Children join in as they pick up the pattern. What do you notice about the

numbers we whispered? (On yellow cards.) And the numbers we said? (On blue cards.)

 Remove the yellow cards and keep the blue numbers in order. Say the blue numbers: two, four,

six… twenty. We’re counting in 2s, adding two each time, starting at two.

 Tip a basket of 10 pairs of socks onto the table/carpet. How many socks do you think are here?

We are going to count in 2s to find out. We call this ‘clever counting’. Ask children to help you to

put the socks into pairs. Then arrange the pairs in a line. Count them in 2s along the line from left

to right as the children see them. Repeat the count again ‘to check’, to allow more children to

join in with the count. There are 10 pairs, 20 socks altogether. 10 lots of 2 is 20.

 Put the socks back into the basket and take out five pairs. Children help you to put the pairs in a

line, and then count them in twos. 5 pairs of socks, 10 altogether. 5 lots of 2 is 10.

 Repeat for four pairs and six pairs.

Up for a challenge?  

Show children five 2p coins. How much money is this? Remind children that each coin is worth 2p. 

Put the coins in a line and count in 2s to find the total. 5 lots of 2 pence is 10 pence.   

Now it’s the children’s turn: 

 Children play in pairs. They take it in turns to roll a 1-6 dice and take that number of smelly

sock cards. They count in 2s to find the total number of socks.

 Go round the group and check their counting in 2s. You may wish to make notes as record.

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  

If children cope well, ask them to use a 1-10 dice. 

Things to remember 
Remember that we don’t always have to count in ones! We can count in 2s for example. We call this 
‘clever counting’. Do some ‘Mexican wave counting’ with the group. The first child holds up two fists 
as everyone says two, then the next child puts up two fists as you all say four and so on round and 
round the group until at least 10. 
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 

misconceptions or mistakes made. 

Resources 

 1-20 cards, odd numbers on yellow card and
even numbers on blue card

 Ten pairs of socks in a basket

 Five 2p coins

 1-6 dice and 1-10 dice

 Sock cards (see child instructions)

Outcomes 
1. Children can count in 2s to at least 10.
2. Children begin to understand multiplication.
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Work in pairs

Things you will need:
• A 1-6 dice
• Smelly sock cards

What to do:

• Take it in turns to roll a 1-6 dice.

• Take that number of smelly sock cards.

• Count in 2s to find the total number of socks.

• Repeat lots of times.
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Activity 1

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:

Learning outcomes:

Now use a 1-10 dice.

• I can count in 2s to at least 10.
• I am beginning to understand multiplication.



ex-support_frac-mult_12572_y1© Hamilton Trust

Smelly socks!
Activity 1


	Y1_Sum_Week 5_TA Outline_Activity 1
	Y1_Sum_Week5_Child Instructions_Activity1

