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Part 2 

How to make a 3d Mesozoic meline

1. Your model should look something like
this. You have made a mountainous, dry 
desert for the Triassic period, a lush green 
landscape for the Jurassic period and a 
volcanic , dry landscape for the Cretaceous 
period. You can start to add bushes and 
trees. 

2. Make small bushes with the modelling
moss. The Triassic period had thin bushes; 
the Jurassic period had a lot of large plant 
life. The Cretaceous period had a few 
normal-sized bushes. 

You will need modelling moss and PVA glue. 

3. Make trees by cutting small slits in the
base of the art straws (to make the bottom 
of the tree) and sticking moss on the top of 
the tree with PVA glue. Stick the trees on 
the model. The Triassic period had very few 
trees because of the desert-like climate. The 
Jurassic period had a lot of trees. Place the 
trees in clusters away from the volcano on 
the Cretaceous period. 
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4. Add the labels onto your 3d timeline, using your knowledge of the climate
and landscape in the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods of the 
Mesozoic Era. 

Short, thin bushes 

Desert landscape 

High mountains 

Lush, green plants 

Rich brown soil 

Mid-sized mountains 

A few trees Many bushes and trees 

Volcanoes and lava 

Land is brown and dry 

Some bushes and trees 

Climate getting warmer 

Triassic period Jurassic period Cretaceous period 

The Mesozoic Era  -  252 to 66 million years ago 
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5. Type “Triassic dinosaurs” into Google images. Take a screenshot of
the results and print out. Now do this for Jurassic and Cretaceous 
dinosaurs. Cut them out and place them on your model.  

If you have a flying dinosaur, unfold a paperclip, press one end into 
the model and attach the image to the other end. 

Do you know any more facts about the three periods of the Mesozoic Era? 

Why not write them on one half of a piece of card, fold the other half over 
and make a ‘lift the flap’ fact for your model? 




