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Animal 
diary
This activity helps 
children to use 
their imagination 
to put themselves 
in another being’s 
shoes! They must 
use the format of 
a diary entry and 
draw upon the 
features of that 
genre. Help your 
child by discussing 
the animal they 
are going to 
choose and what 
its daily life
is like!

What to do...
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1. Think of an animal you like or admire.

• How does it spend its day?
• What does it do at night?
• What does it eat?
• How does it find its food?
• Does it live alone or with other animals? 

2. Write the diary entries of your chosen animal for two or 
three days.

3. Use your imagination to make the diary sound as real 
as possible.

Monday

Swam. No food. Wasn't hungry. Just swam.

Tuesday

Swam some more. I just can't get enough of this swimming lark. 
Felt a little bit hungry. Saw a fish and chased it. It swam into hole in 
a rock and I couldn't get it.

Wednesday

Swam. Feeling decidedly peckish now. Have started smelling the 
water for signs of life. Felt vibrations about two miles away from 
me. Swam toward it but it was only some stupid jellyfish. Ate it 
anyway, just because it was so stupid! It didn't fill me up though. 
Made my stomach hurt.

Thursday

Swam. Starving now. I am smelling and listening for any signs of 
life now. If I don't eat soon I swear I will chew on my own fin! At last 
I got something. It felt big and I smelt blood too. I swam fast 
toward it. It was a good few miles away. As I got closer I started to 
get really excited. It was big, whatever it was. I slowed down as I 
got nearer and then, as I felt it move again I swam as fast as I 
could hoping to surprise it. It was a seal eating a fish. My favourite! 
He saw me just as I zoomed in for the kill, but luckily I caught him 
by the tail. He thrashed about a lot as I scooped him into my jaws, 
but eventually I got him. There was a lot of blood though, and soon 
other sharks came. We had a fight over the seal and one of them 
bit me on the fin. Now I'm really cross!


