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A tiny egg drifted in the Sargasso Sea. 



Gradually it drifted, with 
lots of other eggs just the 

same, up toward the surface.  
Here it was light  

and warmer.   



The eggs all hatched into larvae. 
We will call one of these Elver.  



Now we will follow Elver’s exciting story!



Elver sets off, with lots of other larvae, to drift 
with the warm current towards Europe. 



 He travels six thousand miles! That’s as far as from 
England to the other side of America.



The journey takes two years. 
Many larvae die or get eaten. 



As he reaches the coast of England, 
Elver turns silver.



Fishermen try to catch these glass eels.  
People like to eat them! 



Now Elver changes so that he can live in fresh water.  
He gets darker.  
He gets longer. 



Elver and all the 
other elvers travel up 

streams and rivers. 



There are many dangers. 
Herons love to eat elvers.  



Otters like to eat elvers too.   





And even bigger fish! 



On his long journey looking for somewhere to live, 
Elver sometimes has to go over land.  



Even more of Elver’s 
friends get eaten. 



At long last, Elver finds a home. 
It is cool and dark under the rock 
in the river bed.    



Elver lives in his hole for a long time.  
He grows and grows.   



Elver’s friend, Ellie, has been living even longer in the river. 
She is much bigger than he is.   



But sooner or later, both Elver and Ellie will leave their home.      



They go back down the 
river to the sea.  



Their tummies shrink so that they 
can eat less on the journey. 



Their eyes get bigger so they  
can see in the dark under the sea.  



They will cross the ocean and go all 
the way back to the Sargasso Sea.   



There, they will lay eggs and another 
little Elver will start a whole new story.  



Sounds and letters
/c/ as c, /t/ as t, /a/ as a
/d/ as d, /g/ as g, /o/ as o
/m/ as m, /n/ as n
/i/ as i, /s/ as s and ss
/u/ as u, /r/ as r 
/h/ as h, /l/ as l and ll
/e/ as e, /b/ as b
/f/ as f and ff, /sh/ as sh
/p/ as p, /c/ as k and ck 
/ee/ as y, /p/ as pp (+ mm, dd, rr, nn)
/ee/ as ee, ea, e
/w/ as w and wh*, /ch/ as ch 
/th/ as th, /ng/ as ng 
/tthh/ as th, /v/ as v and ve
/oo/ as oo, u and oul
/j/ as j, /ar/ as ar and a* 
/ou/ as ou, ow and ough
/or/ as or, ore, aw and a 
/ay/ as ay, a-e, ai
/ie/ as y, ie, i-e, i and igh
/cw/ as qu/, /cs/ as x, /y/ as y
/oa/ as ow, o, oa, oe and o-e 
/ooh/ as oo, ew, o
/z/ as z, zz and s, /g/ as, gu and gh
/er/ as er,  ur, ir, ear and or
/s/ as c, se and ce
/j/ as g, ge and dge
/l/ as le + tt, gg, bb
/ue/ as ew, u-e and u
/ch/ as tch, /oy/ as oi, oy
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