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Zoom zoom 
Week 1 – Activity 2 

 
Focus of activity: Rounding 5-digit numbers to the nearest 100, 1000 and 10,000. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Give each child a set of landmarked lines (see child instructions).  
• Ask children to mark 52,835 in approximately the correct place on the first line. They then 

compare where they have positioned the number with their neighbours. Through discussion 
draw out that the number is closer to 50,000 than 60,000. When we round 52,835 to the nearest 
10,000, it rounds to 50,000.  

• Explain that we now zoom in on the section of the number line between 50,000 and 60,000. Ask 
children to place 52,835 on the next line, and then to ring the nearest multiple of 1000. When we 
round 52,835 to the nearest 1000, it rounds to 53,000. 

• Say that we now zoom in again to the section of the line between 52,000 and 53,000. Once again 
ask children to place 52,835 on the line. Ask them to ring the nearest multiple of 100. When we 
round 52,835 to the nearest 100, it rounds to 52,800. 

• Repeat with 28,425 on the next set of three lines, rounding to the nearest 10,000, 1000, then 100 
 
Up for a challenge?  
Write 67,279. Which multiples of 10,000 lie on either side of this number? Ask children to sketch a 
line from 60,000 to 70,000, place 67,279 on it and ring the nearest multiple of 10,000.  
Which multiples of 1000 lie on either side of 67,279? Children sketch a line from 67,000 to 68,000, 
place 67,279 on it and ring the nearest multiple of 1000.  
Which multiples of 100 lie on either side of 67,279? Children sketch a line from 67,200 to 67,3000, 
place 67,279 on it and ring the nearest multiple of 100. 
 
Now it’s the children’s turn: 

• Children place 5-digit numbers on line segments and round to the nearest 10,000, 1000 and 
100. 

• Go round the group and mark their rounding, e.g. initially after one set of three lines. Do 
children have a rough idea of where numbers belong on each line? 

 
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If children cope well, ask them to round 30,921 to the nearest multiple of 10,000, 1000 and 100. 
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Things to remember 
Sometimes we don’t need an exact number and so rounding can be useful. Say that often we don’t 
need to know an exact large number, but just have a rough idea. Sometimes we don’t need to 
calculate with exact big numbers, but can round and then calculate, e.g. if there are 58,346 people in 
one town and 21,356 in a neighbouring town, it might be good enough to round both numbers to 
60,000 and 20,000, and then add to find the approximate total of both towns. This is very quick, and 
the approximate answer might be enough to help decide what services are needed such as bus 
service, size of schools, doctor’s surgery, etc.  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  
• Landmarked lines, preferably printed 

on A3 paper (see child instructions) 
 
 

Outcomes 
1. Children can round 5-digit numbers to the 

nearest 100, 1000 and 10,000 by placing them 
on a landmarked line to help.  

2. Children are beginning to round 5-digit numbers 
to the nearest 100, 1000 and 10,000 without the 
help of a landmarked line. 

 


