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Near or far 
Week 2 – Activity 1 

 
Focus of activity: Round numbers with one decimal place to the nearest whole number. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Use a 10-20 number line (tenths marked but not labelled – see child instructions). Count along 

the line in tenths to past 15. Start the count again at 13 and count in tenths to 15, e.g. 13, 13.1, 
13.2, etc.  

• Write 12.8 on the whiteboard. Ask children where this goes on their number line? They point to 
the appropriate mark on the line. Discuss if this rounds to 12 or 13 when you round it to the 
nearest whole number. Children decide what 12.8 rounds to and explain why.  

• Write the word integer. An integer is a whole number, so not a number with a decimal or a 
fractional part.  

• Repeat, asking children to round 16.3, 11.7, 19.4 and 14.9 to the nearest whole number. Use this 
process: 

o  First show the children the decimal number and ask them to find it on their line.  
o Then ask them which two whole numbers it lies between.  
o Finally ask them to explain how they know if it rounds up or down. 

• Now children find 10.5 on their lines. Does 10.5 round to 10 or up to 11? Discuss how it is exactly 
halfway.  

• Explain that we always round up from the halfway mark, 0.5. Remind children that 25 rounds up 
to 30, not down to 20. Explain that it is the same with decimal numbers. We round whole 
numbers ending in 5 up to the next ten, so decimals that end in 0.5 round up to the next whole 
number.  

• Remind children of the rule of rounding: ‘below 5 stay low. 5 and above round up’. 
• Ensure children understand that decimals greater than 0.5 are rounding up and decimals less 

than 0.5 are rounding down.  
• Give the children some decimals to round themselves using the line: 13.5, 16.6, 11.4 and 18.1. 
• If children can do this successfully without support move on to rounding decimals with two 

decimal places.  
 

Up for a challenge?  
Show children a 21-23 number line with tenths marked and as big as space as possible between 
numbers. Ask them to find 21.73. Where will that be on our number line? Is it closer to 21 or 22? 
Repeat asking children to use the line and round 21.26, 21.53, etc. Help the children to see that we 
don’t really need to look at the second decimal (the hundredth) to round it to the nearest whole 
number. Ask them to round 21.08. Discuss how it is the same; we look at the first decimal place (the 
tenth) to round the number to the nearest whole. 
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Now it’s the children’s turn: 
• Children mark a decimal number on their number line and then say it. They then say the 

whole numbers that it lies between. For example: 12.8 is between 12 and 13.  
• Children say the whole number that the decimal rounds to. This is the closest whole number 

on the line. 
• They repeat rounding one-place decimals to the nearest whole number. 
• They round the following decimal numbers to the nearest whole numbers and use their line 

to check: 16.5, 13.5, 16.6, 11.4 and 18.1.  
• Ask children to explain how they know which whole number the decimal number rounds to? 

How do you know which whole numbers it comes between?  
 
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
Have a go at rounding 2-place decimals to the nearest whole number. Use the 21-22 number line to 
help you. Round 21.65, 21.82, 21.12 and 21.49. What do you notice? Do you need to use both the 
decimal parts (the tenths and the hundredths) to round the number or do you just look at the tenths?  
 

Things to remember 
Watch out for children who can’t count in tenths e.g. 7, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, etc.  
Remind children decimals are parts of whole numbers so decimal numbers come between the whole 
numbers and we are checking to see which whole number they are closest to.  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  
•  10-20 number line (tenths marked) 

copied onto A3 if possible. 
• 21-22 number line showing tenths 

with gaps for the hundredths.  
• Resource with word integer and 

definition (whole number not 
decimal or fraction) 

Outcomes 
1. Children can round 1-place decimals to the nearest 

whole number. 
2. Children begin to understand that to round 2-place 

decimals to the nearest whole number you must 
look at the tenths.  

 


