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Sums of money 
Week 2 – Activity 2 

 
Focus of activity: Using expanded addition to add amounts of money. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Give each child a written addition grid (see child instructions Week 2 Activity 1) and a pot of £1, 

10p and 1p coins, preferably real.  
• Ask them to use £1, 10p and 1p coins to make £4.28 in the first row and £2.37 in the next row. 
• Explain that you are going to add these two amounts of money, beginning with the pennies. Ask 

chn to move the two sets of pennies to the bottom row. How many pennies? 15. We can swap 
ten pennies for a 10p coin. Ask them to do this, and put the 10p coin under the other 10p coins. 
They then move all the 10p coins to the bottom row. Do we have enough to swap 10p for £1? No. 
Next they add the pounds. How much money do we have altogether?  

 
• Show how we can use the expanded written addition method for the same calculation:  

      £4       20p     8p 
+    £2       30p     7p 
     .            10p          . 
     £6        60p      5p         £6.65 
 

• Point out that we start by adding the 1ps first, in case we end up with a 10p to be added to the 
other 10ps. 

• Repeat with £3.85 + £2.62, first asking chn to make the amounts with coins, add the pennies, 
then 10ps then £1s. This time chn will be able to swap ten 10p coins for £1 coin, and place it 
under the other £1 coins.  
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• Record the expanded addition layout for this calculation.  

      £3       80p     5p 
+    £2       60p     2p 
     . £1                        . 
     £6        40p      7p         £6.47 
 

• Use the expanded layout to work through the steps in adding £6.47 and £5.29. This time when 
chn add the pound they will get £11. 

• Write £5.25 + £4.36 and £5.75 + £4.42. One of these additions will give us an answer of less than 
£10 and one will give an answer of more than £10. Ask chn to discuss which is which and how 
they know. For example, they may see that the total number of pence is less than £1 in the first 
but more than £1 in the second. Or they may spot that the two 10ps and five 10ps in the first 
don’t give an extra pound but seven 10ps and four 10ps in the second sum do, which means they 
will write an extra £1 under the other pounds.   

• Ask half the group to work out the first addition and the other half of the group to work out the 
second. Remind them to leave a line for any extra £1s or 10ps.  

 
Up for a challenge?  
Write the following additions: £4.21 + £3.09; £5.82 + £3.64; £7.15 + £2.31. Ask chn to estimate 
answers to each, to the nearest pound. How did they do this? Suggest rounding each amount to the 
nearest pound. 
 
Now it’s the children’s turn:  

• Chn choose at least four additions to work out. Challenge them to find one addition with an 
answer of less than £5, one between £5 and £10 and one with an answer of more than £10.  

• Go round the group and mark their additions as they do them, e.g. initially after two 
examples. Remind them to leave a line for any extra £1s or 10ps.  
 

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If chn cope well, ask them to write two amounts with a total of exactly £10. No zeros are allowed!  
 
Things to remember 
Remember that we start by adding the pennies first. If we add the pounds, then the 10ps, then the 
pennies, we may find we have an extra 10p to add, so have to go and add the 10ps again, or have an 
extra pound to add when we add the 10p so have to alter that total – that would be annoying! 
Challenge chn to think of an addition where they would get an extra 10p AND an extra £1 to write in 
the next columns.   
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  
• Written addition grids (see child 

instructions Week 2 Activity 1) 
• Pots of £1, 10p and 1p coins, 

preferably real 
 

Outcomes 
1. Chn can use expanded addition to add amounts of 

money. 
2. Chn begin to estimate totals. 

 


