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Find the gap 
 Week 2 – Activity 2  
 
Focus of activity: Subtracting 2-digit numbers by using Frog (counting up), to give small answers, e.g. 
53 – 47 and 70 – 55 (numbers either side of a multiple of 10, and subtracting from a multiple of 10) 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Ask chn to mark 47 and 53 on a 0 to 100 beaded line (see child instructions p3).  
• Say that they are going to work out 53 – 47 using Frog. Ask chn to cross out the section of the 

line from 0 to 47. We are subtracting 47. How much is left? Agree that there are six beads left. 
When we subtract using Frog, we hop from the smaller number to the bigger number. Record the 
subtraction: 53 – 47 = 6. 

• Repeat for 85 – 78 on the next beaded line. 
• Write 73 – 65 on a piece of paper so that chn can see it. Ask chn to mark 65 and 73 on the first 

landmarked line (the first line without the beads). Ask them to cross out the section from 0 to 65. 
It’s a bit trickier to work out how much is left on this line, but we can use our number facts and 
place value to help us. Ask chn to draw a hop from 65 to 70. How far does Frog need to hop from 
65 to 70? Now draw a hop from 70 to 73. How big is this hop? That’s easy because we know that 
70 and 3 make 73! Ask chn to add these two hops to find the answer to the subtraction. Record 
the complete subtraction: 73 – 65 = 8. 

• Repeat on the next line with 43 – 36. 
• Write 70 – 55. Ask chn to mark 55 on the next line and ring 70. They cross out the section from 0 

to 55, draw the hop from 55 to 60 and the hop from 60 to 70. What is 70 subtract 55? Complete 
the subtraction. 

• Repeat with 80 – 63 on the last line.  

 
Up for a challenge? 
If 80 – 63 = 17, what do you think the answer to 80 – 17 is? So if we subtract 63 we are left with 17, 
and if we subtract 17 we are left with 63. And what is 63 + 17? 17 + 63? Sketch a bar model to show 
this: 
 

 

 
Now it’s the children’s turn: 

• Ask chn to practise subtracting pairs of 2-digit numbers, using beaded then landmarked lines 
to help (see child instructions). 

• Go round chn and mark these as they do them, e.g. after the first two subtractions.  

 

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
Ask chn to sketch their own line to work out 84 – 77. If chn cope well, they may be able to do the 
easier activity sheet from day 3, either using a landmarked line or sketching their own lines.   

  

80 
63 17 
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Things to remember 
Remember that Frog hops from the smaller to the larger number and we can use number facts and 
place value to work out the size of the hops. Write 63 – 7 and 63 – 58. If you could only use Frog to 
work out one of these subtractions, which would it be and why? Discuss how hopping from 7 to 63 
would be long way, but not from 58 to 63. It’s probably easier to count back a small number rather 
than use Frog.  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  
• 0 to 100 beaded lines (see child 

instructions) 
• Practice sheet (see child instructions)  
• S-t-r-e-t-c-h: Day 3 Easier Activity 

sheet 

Outcomes 
1. Chn can use Frog to subtract 2-digit numbers 

either side of a multiple of 10, e.g. 53 – 47. 
2. Chn can use Frog to subtract 2-digit numbers 

from a multiple of 10, e.g. 70 – 55. 
3. Chn begin to subtract 2-digit numbers a little 

further apart, e.g. 53 – 37. 
 


