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Coin count up 
Week 1 - Activity 2 

 
Focus of activity: Writing amounts of money in pounds and pence. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Ask chn to draw a money place value grid on their mini whiteboards: 

£ 10p 1p 
   

• Spread out pound, 10p and 1p coins on the table. 
• Ask each child to take two pound coins and place in the pound column in the place value grid. 

Ask them to take three 10p coins and place in the 10p column and finally place five pennies in 
the 1p column. We have two pounds. But how much do we have in pence? So altogether we have 
two pounds and thirty-five pence. We write the number of pounds before the decimal point and 
number of pence afterwards.  

• Ask chn to write the number of coins in each column of their place value grid, i.e. write 2 under 
the pound coins, 3 under the 10ps and 5 under the 1ps. Ask them to draw decimal point between 
the pounds and the pence. Read the amount together.  

• Repeat for three pounds, six 10p coins and two pennies. 
• Write £4.21 on a big piece of paper so that all chn can see it. Read it together: four pounds, 

twenty-one pence. Ask chn to take the matching number of pound, 10p and 1p coins and place in 
the correct columns of their place value grids.  

• Repeat for £6.34 and £4.36. Which is more money, £6.34 or £4.36? Why? Which column is more 
important when comparing amounts of money, the pounds, the 10ps or the pennies?  

Up for a challenge?  
What’s the biggest amount of money we can write in this grid, if we write one digit in each column, 
and no zeros? And the smallest amount?  
 
Now it’s the children’s turn:  

• Give each pair a dice. They take it in turns to roll the dice and decide whether to take that 
number of pound coins, 10p coins or 1p coins to place in the correct column of their place 
value grid. Repeat twice more until they have coins in each column. They write how much 
money this is, sketching the coins by the side.  

• Which child had the most money? They win a penny! 
• Repeat at least five more times.  
• Go round the group and mark their work, e.g. initially after two turns. 
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S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If chn cope well, ask them to roll the dice only twice, so that they take a number of pound coins but 
only a number of 10p or 1p coins. How much money do they have? For example two pounds and 
forty pence. In which column do we need to write a zero? Why? Chn may be able to do the easier 
activity on day 4 of the weekly plan.  

Things to remember 
Remember that we write the pounds before the decimal point and the number of pence, in 10p and 
1p columns, after the decimal point. The number of pounds is the most important when comparing 
amounts of money. Ask chn to use the digits 2, 4 and 6 to write two amounts of money between £1 
and £10. £□.□□. They tell you which is the greater amount of money.   
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  
• Mini whiteboards and pens 
• £1s, 10ps and 1ps  
• Dice 

Outcomes 
1. Chn can write amounts of money in pounds and pence 

(£1s, 10ps and 1ps, no zeros). 
2. Chn can partition amounts of money less than £10 into 

pounds, 10ps and 1ps. 
3. Chn can compare amounts of money up to £10. 
4. Chn can begin to understand how to write amounts of 

money with zero in the 10p or 1p column. 
 
 


