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Dinosaur day 
Week 2 - Activity 2 

 
Focus of activity: Finding change from 20p. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Give each child a sheet of 0 to 20p money lines (see child instructions) and a 20p coin. Have a toy 

till (or pot) with pennies, and play the role of shopkeeper. 
• Spread out nine different counting dinosaurs (or counting bears), each next to a price label from 

11p to 19p. Ask a child to choose a dinosaur, e.g. 15p. That is 15p please. You only have a 20p 
coin, so give me the 20p coin and I will give you the change. Point out that the money lines on 
their sheets show 20p. Ask all children to cross out the first fifteen coins on the first money line. 
How many pennies are left? Give the child five pennies. So you have five pence change. This is 
because 15 and 5 make 20, you’ve spent 15p, so have 5p left. 
 

 
• Ask another child to choose a different dinosaur. They pretend to pay with a 20p coin. Ask 

children to cross out coins to match price on the next money line so that they can see how much 
change you need to give. Give this amount of pennies.  

• Repeat for each child. 
 
Up for a challenge?  
Ask children to find 8p on the penny line. What goes with 8p to make 10p? So what goes with 18p to 
make 20p? Ask children to find 6p on the penny line. What goes with 6p to make 10p? So what goes 
with 16p to make 20p?  
 
Now it’s the children’s turn:  

• Children work in pairs. They take it in turns to be the shopkeeper and the customer. One 
child chooses a dinosaur sticker off the child sheet and gives the shopkeeper 20p. The 
shopkeeper uses the money line to find the change from 20p and gives this in back to the 
customer in pennies. They both write the change by the sticker.  

• Go round the group and mark work, e.g. initially after three examples.  

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If children cope well, ask the shopkeepers not just to use pennies to give the change, e.g. if they are 
to give 7p change, they give a 5p coin and 2p coin.  
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Things to remember 
Remember that that if we give a shopkeeper an amount of money that is more than the price on the 
sticker, we will get change. Ask a child to say an amount less than 20p. The rest of the group work 
out the change from 20p. Repeat with another child.  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  
• Nine different counting dinosaurs (or 

counting bears, cards, etc.) and price 
labels from 11p to 19p 

• 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p and 20p coins 
• A toy till (or pot) 
• Money lines (see child sheet 

instructions) 

Outcomes 
1. Children can find the change from 20p using a 

money line.  
2. Children begin to pay change using coins other 

than pennies. 

 
 


