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More or less 
Week 1 - Activity 2 

 
Focus of activity: Comparing pairs of 2-digit numbers. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Give each child a 100 bead string. Write 25 and 42 where all children can see them. Ask one child 

to show 25 beads on their string and another child show 42 beads. Do we need to count in ones? 
NO! We can count in 10s to show 20, and then slide 5 more beads across. Ask them to place their 
strings alongside each other, matching the beginning of the 25 and 42 beads. Who is showing 
more beads? 42 is more than 25. 25 is less than 42.  

• Write 30 and 17. Ask a different pair of children to show 30 and 17. Make sure that they are 
counting in 10s, using ‘clever counting’ rather than counting in ones from the beginning of the 
string. Who is showing more beads this time? Which number is more this time? Help children to 
say ‘30 is more than 17’ and ’17 is less than 30.’ 

• Repeat with other pairs of numbers up to 100, including pairs like 27 and 72, writing the pair of 
numbers each time. Encourage children to say… is more than… and…, is less than… After a while 
just write the numbers rather than reading them.  
 

Up for a challenge?  
Show children the signs for more than and less than: > and <. Explain that the wide side of the sign 
goes next to the bigger number. Record 42 > 25 and 25 < 42 to show this. Ask children to use the 
signs to show the comparison between 30 and 17.  
 
Now it’s the children’s turn:  

• Children work in pairs to shuffle 0 to 9 digit cards. Each child takes two and uses them in 
either order to make a 2-digit number. They show this number on their bead strings. 
Whichever child shows the bigger number wins 10 points. They write the two numbers, and 
ring the larger number. Repeat. Who won most points? Which was the biggest number?  

• Go round the group and mark their pairs of numbers as they write them, e.g. initially after 
three examples. Are children beginning to realise that they need to put the larger digit first to 
try and make the bigger number? 

 
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If children cope well, ask them to use > and < signs to compare their pairs of numbers. 
 
Things to remember 
Ask children which digit was more important when comparing pairs of 2-digit numbers – the 10s digit 
or the 1s digit. Write 35 and 53. These numbers have the same digits, but which is bigger? Confirm by 
asking children to show the two numbers on bead strings.   
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  
• 100-bead strings 
• 0 to 9 digit cards 

Outcomes 
1. Children can compare pairs of 2-digit numbers. 
2. Children begin to use > and < signs. 

 
 


