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Beady numbers 
Week 1 – Activity 1 

 
Focus of activity: Locating 2-digt numbers on a bead string, saying which is more. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 

 Give each child a bead string. Ask them to show 23 beads. Do we need to count in ones? NO! We 

can count in 10s to show 20, and then slide 3 more beads across.  

 Repeat asking chn to show other numbers, and discussing how they are showing them, e.g. 31 

(three 10s and 1 more), 19 (one less than 20), 45 (four 10s and 5 more, half way between 40 and 

50), 99 (1 less than 100!). Make sure that they are counting in 10s, using ‘clever counting’ rather 

than counting in ones from the beginning of the string.  

 Ask one child to show 25 on their string and another child show 38 beads. Ask them to place 

their strings alongside each other, matching the beginning of the 25 and 38 beads. Who is 

showing more beads? 38 is more than 25.  

 Ask a different pair of chn to show 31 and 45. Who is showing more beads this time? Which 

number is more this time? Help chn to say ‘45 is more than 31.’ 

 Repeat with other pairs of numbers, encouraging chn to say … is more than … 

 

Up for a challenge?  

Show me a number more than 30. Show me a number more than 50. Show me a number less than 50. 

Show me a number less than 20.  

 

Now it’s the children’s turn: 

 Chn play in pairs. They shuffle a set of 2-digit number cards, then each take one. They show 

this number of beads on their string, and then compare them. They write the numbers in a 

writing frame: □ is more than □. 

 They compare at least five pairs of numbers. Have some extra writing frames available for 

chn who compare more than five pairs of numbers. 

 Go round the group and mark their work, e.g. initially after three examples. If necessary, help 

them to align their beads strings to accurately compare their two numbers.  

 

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  

If chn cope well, ask them to think of a number in between their two numbers. They write the three 

numbers in order, smallest first.  
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Things to remember 
Remember that we don’t need to count in ones to find a number on a bead string, we can count in 
tens to make it much quicker. Ask each child to find a different 2-digit number on their bead string. 
Who’s really quick at doing this? Now ask them to help you to place their bead strings in order, the 
smallest number first. Point to a couple of them, and compare them, e.g. saying 46 is more than 37, 
but less than 54.  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  

 Bead strings (100 beads) 

 2-digit number cards (see child 
instructions) 

 Writing frames (see child 
instructions) 
 

Outcomes 
1. Chn can locate 2-digit numbers on a bead string without 

counting on in ones.  
2. Chn compare pairs of 2-digit number using a bead string. 
3. Chn begin to order three 2-digit numbers. 

 


