
© Hamilton Trust  Y1 – Sum – Week 1 – Activity 1 

Ten turns 
Week 1 - Activity 1 

 
Focus of activity: Comparing numbers to 20. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Shuffle a set of 1 to 20 cards.  
• Divide the group into two teams.  
• Turn over the top two cards and show the children. Say that Team A are going to choose a 

number, Team B will get the other number. The team with the bigger number will win. Children 
in Team A agree which number to choose. Team B get the other number. A child from each 
group shows their number on a bead string. Did Team A choose the bigger number?  

• Repeat, but Team B choose the bigger number.  
• Each team have one more go.  
• Play the game again, but this time each team choose the smaller number.  
 
Up for a challenge?  
Show a card to the children. Ask each child to tell you a number which is more than this number. Ask 
each child to say a number which is less than this number. Repeat with another card. 
 
Now it’s the children’s turn:  

• Children shuffle a set of 1 to 20 cards and place in a pile, face down. They turn over the top 
two cards. Child A chooses the bigger number and gives the smaller number to the other 
child. They both show their numbers on bead strings to check. If Child A was correct, they win 
a cube. Swap roles and repeat. Repeat until all cards are gone. Who won more cubes?  

• Go round the group and observe children as they play the game, helping them to align the 
two bead strings if necessary. Encourage them to use the language ‘more than’, e.g. 12 is 
more than 7. You may wish to write notes as a record of their work. 

 
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If children cope well, ask them to take a card, and say a number which is less than that number. They 
show both numbers on bead strings to check. Repeat for at least two more cards.  
 
Things to remember 
Remember that we can use the words ‘more than’ and ‘less than’ when comparing numbers. Hold up 
two number cards, e.g. 14 and 11. Ask children to say which number is more, e.g. 14 is more than 11. 
Then they say which number is less, e.g. 11 is less than 14. Repeat with another pair of numbers.  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 
Resources  
• 1-20 cards 
• 20 bead strings 

 

Outcomes 
1. Children can compare pairs of numbers from 1 to 20. 
2. Children begin to say a number which is more or less than a 

number up to 20. 
 
 


