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Spider’s exercises 
Week 1 - Activity 2 

 
Focus of activity: Counting on and back in 10s. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Show children a large 1-100 grid. Place a plastic spider (or card cut-out one, see child 

instructions) on 5. We’re going to add 10. We could add 10 by counting on in ones (demonstrate 
this) but when you add 10 on this grid, the answer is always the number underneath! So, we can 
count in 10s just by moving down this grid. Spider counts in 10s by moving down her thread. 
Count in 10s from 5 to 95, moving Spider as you do so, asking children to join in as they hear the 
pattern. Repeat.  

• Now she’s going to move back up her thread. She’s taking away 10 now. Together count back in 
10s from 95 to 5 as you move Spider.  

• Ask a child to place Spider on any number on the top row. They move Spider down a row at a 
time as together you count on in 10s, and then back up as you count back in 10s. Repeat.  

• Choose another child and repeat.  
 
Up for a challenge?  
Hide a column on the 1-100 grid. Point to the hidden squares as together you count on in 10s all the 
way down the column. Uncover the column. Did your count end with the bottom number in the 
column? Repeat for another column.  
 
Now it’s the children’s turn:  

• Children choose a strip from the 1-100 grid with Spider at the top of the strip. They count on 
in 10s to fill in the missing numbers at the bottom of the strip. Leave a 1-100 grid on display 
for them to refer to.  

• They fill in as many strips as they can.  
• Go round the group and mark their strips as they fill them in, asking them to read the 

numbers to you.  
 
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If children cope well, ask them to choose strips with Spider at the bottom of the strip. They count 
back in 10s to fill in the missing numbers. 
 
Things to remember 
Remember that to add or subtract 10, we don’t need to count in ones – it would take too long! We 
can use Spider, she helps us to count in 10s. Repeat some of the counting from the beginning of the 
session. Are children getting better at Spider counting?  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 
Resources  
• Large 1-100 grid 
• Plastic spider (or card cut-out 

spider, see child instructions) 
• Spider’s counting strips, cut into 

strips (see child instructions) 

Outcomes 
1. Children can count on in 10s from a single-digit 

number using a 1-100 grid to help. 
2. Children begin to count back 10s from numbers 

between 90 and 100 using a 1-100 grid to help. 

 


