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Room for one more! 
Week 2 – Activity 2 

 
Focus of activity: Adding 1 to any number from 1 to 9, by saying the next number. 
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 

 Show chn a ‘cave’ (cardboard box with a cut out entrance) and 10 counting bears.  

 Shuffle a set of 1 to 9 cards and place face down. Turn over the top card and put that number of 

bears into the cave, e.g. 6. How many bears are in the cave? One of them shouts ‘Room for one 

more!’ Put one more bear in the cave. How many bears are in the cave now? 1 more than 6 is the 

next number after 6. Remove the cave so that chn can see that there are 7 bears.  

 Take all the bears out. Turn over the next card and ask a child to put that numbers of bears into 

the cave. How many bears are in the cave? Ask a child to pretend to be a bear in the cave and 

shout Room for one more! Ask another child to put one more bear in the cave. How many in the 

cave now? Remove the ‘cave’ to check. 

 Repeat with other cards, and other chn. 

 

Up for a challenge?  

This time there is room for two more bears! How many bears in the cave? e.g. 5. Count on 2 more, 

saying 6, 7 as you add two bears into the cave one at a time. Remove the cave to check. Repeat. 

 

Now it’s the children’s turn: 

 Chn play the game in pairs. They shuffle a pack of 1-9 cards, turn over the top card and put 

that number of bears in the cave. One of them pretends to be a bear in the cave who shouts 

Room for one more! The other child adds a bear. They say how many bears are in the cave.  

 Go round the group and check that they are adding 1 by saying the next number (i.e. 

counting on) rather than recounting all the bears already in the cave. As chn are not 

recording, you may wish to make notes as a record of their work. 

 

S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  

If chn cope well, ask them to add two more bears, counting one at a time. Some chn may be able to 

do the easier activity on day 4 of the weekly plan.  

 

Things to remember. 
Remember that when we add 1, we don’t need to count the first number again. We can just say the 
next number! Ask chn to hold up 5 fingers. Now hold up 1 more. How many fingers? Now show me 4 
fingers. How hold up 1 more. How many fingers?   
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 

Resources  

 A ‘cave’ for each pair of chn – a cardboard 
box with an entrance cut out 

 10 counting bears (or dinosaurs) for each 
pair 

 1-9 number cards 
 

Outcomes 
1. Chn can add 1 to any number from 1 to 9 by 

saying the next number. 
2. Chn begin to add 2 to any number from 1 to 9 by 

counting on 2. 

 


