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Deadly dinosaurs 
Week 2 - Activity 1 

 
Focus of activity: Finding pairs which make 6; Selecting and reading the matching additions.   
 
Working together: conceptual understanding 
• Show children two ‘caves’ (e.g. made from small cardboard boxes on their sides) and six counting 

bears. Ask a child to count the bears.  
• Invite a child to put some of the bears in one cave, and the rest in the other cave. Ask other 

children to count the number of bears in each cave. Write the matching addition on a card, e.g. 4 
+ 2 = 6. 

• Ask another child to arrange the bears in a different way between the two caves. Ask other 
children to count the number of bears in each cave. Write the matching addition on a card. 

• Carry on like this until you have written five different additions. Arrange the additions in order. 
Can children see if any are missing? Write the missing additions on cards, and help children to 
arrange the bears to match the additions.  

6 + 0 = 6 
5 + 1 = 6 
4 + 2 = 6 
3 + 3 = 6 
2 + 4 = 6 
1 + 5 = 6 
0 + 6 = 6 

• Look again at the ordered additions, and discuss the patterns, e.g. how the first numbers go 
down from 6 to 0 and the second numbers go up from 0 to 6. 
 

Up for a challenge?  
Ask children to close their eyes. Put four bears in one cave and two in the other. Cover one of the 
caves with a cloth. Children open their eyes. How many bears do you think are in the cave under the 
cloth? How do you know? Ask children to put up four fingers on one hand. This is the number of 
bears in the cave that you can see. There are six altogether, so how many are hidden?  
 
Now it’s the children’s turn:  

• Children split six counting dinosaurs between two islands in different ways. They find the 
matching addition each time.   

• Go round the group and check their additions as they match them. Encourage them to read 
the additions.  

 
S-t-r-e-t-c-h:  
If children cope well, ask them to take it in turns to cover one of the first two numbers in an 
addition. The other child works out what number is hidden. They can use fingers to help. 
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Things to remember 
Remember that this sign (+) means add. We are adding two numbers together to make 6. How many 
pairs to 6 can children remember?  
You may want to add something that has emerged from the activity. This may refer to 
misconceptions or mistakes made. 
 
Resources  
• Two ‘caves’ (e.g. made from small 

cardboard boxes on their sides) 
• Six counting bears 
• Cloth  
• Counting dinosaurs (or copy pictures 

onto card, see child instructions) 
• Pictures of dinosaur islands (see child 

instructions) 
• Addition cards (see child instructions) 

Outcomes 
1. Children can partition 6 into two groups and select 

the matching addition. 
2. Children begin to know a few pairs to 6 by heart. 

 
 


